How to Post Your ImprovFriday Piece to the Event Thread
From Your Member Page Player Using Internet Explorer

Introduction:

So you have a piece ready for ImprovFriday. Great! Now you need to post it to
the Event Discussion thread so you can participate. The easiest way to upload
an mp3 file to ImprovFriday is to use the Player located on your My Page profile.

Internet Explorer — the default browser if you are using Windows on your PC —
unfortunately makes posting your piece to IF a bit trickier than it needs to be.
Curse you Bill Gates! This paper describes a step-by-step method for posting
your improv on the ImprovFriday Event discussion thread after you have loaded
the piece to your My Page Player.

Background:

In order to participate in ImprovFriday, you have probably already signed up as a
member on this site. When you become a member you automatically get a
Profile Page and you can edit in a lot of information. You get to your profile by
clicking on the My Page tab in the navigation bar along the top of each
ImprovFriday page. My Profile Page looks like this:
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You will notice | have the Player located in the center. You can do this too -
simply drag the Player to the center of your page and drop it there. You can also
customize your IF profile page in lots of other ways.



Here is a closer look at just the Player on my profile page:
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You probably already know how to add music to your Player — you can see the
Add Music button in the lower left of the Player. When you click on this you are
given a series of screens that lets you upload mp3 files into the player from your
PC. This is very straightforward.

You can see | already have 6 pieces in my Player that | have previously
uploaded from my PC. In this example | will show how to link one of the pieces
already in the player to the ImprovFriday Event Discussion thread.

ImprovFriday Event Discussion Thread

The weekly ImprovFriday event occurs as a discussion thread elsewhere on the
ImprovFriday site. This is always easy to find — the current ImprovFriday event
will be visible somewhere on the front page of the site — just follow the links.
Discussion pages allow everyone to participate in the same place, and the
Discussion thread that is the actual ImprovFriday event is where everyone will be
looking for your piece.

So the trick is going to be how to link the URL address of your piece — now in the
Player on your Profile Page — to the ImprovFriday Event Discussion thread. This
process is not difficult, but there are some tricky parts because of the way
Internet Explorer 7 handles links.



Using the Player Edit Mode

How do you get the URL of the piece that you uploaded to the Player on your
Profile Page? The first step is to go into the player Edit mode.

You can see the Edit Playlist button in the lower right corner of the Player.
Clicking on this brings you to a screen that looks like this:
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Notice there is a gray Play button to the left of each piece. I've identified this for
one of my pieces in the screenshot above. You can click this and you will hear
the piece.

So let’s say | want to get the URL address of the piece “Five Days Off” — how do |
do this?



Capturing the URL of a Piece

Internet Explorer, unfortunately, has no easy way to capture the URL of a piece
in the Profile Page Player. But there is a tricky way to do this.

1. Put the mouse over the Play button of the piece you want select for the
ImprovFriday event.
2. Right Click the mouse. You will see a pop-up menu like that shown below:
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You will notice there is no way to simply capture the URL from the pop-up menu.
Other browsers can do this and make the process of linking a piece from your
Player much easier.

So we have to trick Internet Explorer into giving us the URL so we can copy and
paste it into the ImprovFriday event discussion.



Using the Email Option to Copy the URL

Because Internet Explorer will not let us copy the URL of the piece in the Player
directly, we will pretend we want to send an e-mail link to someone. So by
choosing “Email this link to a Friend” from the pop-up, we get this:
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On my PC the default mail client is Outlook Express — yours may be different.
But in any case Internet Explorer will deposit the URL of the selected piece in the
body of the email. You can see that the ImprovFriday site has added a lot of
numbers and letters to the URL — but you know you have the right URL because
itends in .mp3 Finally!

The important thing is that we now have the URL address of the selected piece in
a place where we can copy it.

Now you highlight the URL in the email, right-click and select Copy. (You have
probably done this a hundred times before.) Once you copied the URL you can
close the Email window (or go ahead and send it somewhere.)

Now the URL of the piece has been copied to the PC clipboard, and we can
paste this into the ImprovFriday Event Discussion so others can hear the piece!



Posting the URL into the ImprovFriday Event Discussion Thread

Now that we have the URL address of the piece copied, we can close down the
Player edit mode. Simply click on the Done button in the lower right corner of the
Player.

Next, exit your Profile Page and find the ImprovFriday Event Discussion thread.
To post, simply click on the Reply to This link on the bottom of the Discussion
page. A box will appear so you can enter your name, the title of the piece and
any other information about the piece you want to include.

Here is an example for “Five Days Off”:
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You can see the sequence. You enter the title, highlight it and then press the
Link icon (looks like a chain) from the editing options above the box.

Note: A link box will appear with http:// already inside. You must delete this
because the link you copied already includes http://. If you don’t delete the

default http:// you will get an error message when someone tries to use the

link!

When you press OK, you will see the link embedded in the edit box in HTML
code. This will look like a lot of gibberish but you can probably see that it also
contains the link. Press the Add Reply button and the link will appear in the title.



This is what you should see if everything worked correctly:
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Congratulations! You have posted the piece from your player correctly.

Keep posting each week and soon you will be able to go through the entire
process from memory.

Thanks for participating in ImprovFriday + 1



